THE  RUSSIAN   COMMUNIST  PERSPECTIVE
taken, not merely as a matter of fact but as an ethical
starting-point, then the implications are utterly in
conflict with any rational sociology whatever. For the
"good5* society, on this basis, is merely the strong
society. The ultimate goal of each society, therefore,
must be the unlimited aggrandisement of its military
power, which alone can secure survival in a world of
conceptually hostile fragments. Quite simply, the
Fascist says: "Let us face the facts. The nations are in m
conflict, and always have been. Therefore the nation
that is consciously aware of this reality and adapts
itself thereto, will emerge triumphant. It will fulfil
itself according to the principles of nationhood im-
plicit in the very nature of society." Science, therefore,
for the Fascist, is instrumental, merely, to the attain-
ment of national prestige. The great man is the great
soldier. The great scientist, for the Fascist, is only a
servant of the military power.
The utter irreconcilability of this kind of "realism"
with the most elementary scientific philosophy is easily
apparent. Whatever may have been the actual origins
of society (and there were probably many different
origins), it is easily demonstrable that social relation-
ships may exist purely for the benefit of the participants.
On this view, it is the mutual relations of the members
of a group, rather than the relations of the group as a
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